
Out of the Box Christmas 
Produced by The Corner Uniting Church, Warradale, SA 

** Script explanation for church leaders **  
 
Whilst this short movie was written targeting primary schools, the theology of the story offers a much deeper 
message for a wider audience. This resource could be adapted for a worship service, children & families 
ministry presentation, aged care service, home group or circulate the link for families to enjoy the movie at 
home. The story of Christ’s birth is presented from the perspective of Christmas decorations being stored in 
the garage. We have provided a framework for your Advent team to unpack the different layers of the movie – 
the green text indicates the parts of the story presented live by a minister, pastor or church leader (the movie 
can be paused during the live message, thus weaving the deeper message through the children’s movie). 
These live aspects can be tailored to your specific community. The movie itself is approximately 25min – allow 
longer for any live accompanying dialogue. 
 
With a cast of over 40 children and young people, this local SA movie has been filmed under strict social 
distancing conditions and is available on YouTube from 30th November 2020. If you choose to use this 
resource, please consider a donation.  
 
For the link please contact:  carolyn.david@thecorner.org.au 

 
Opening scenes of movie 
Opening scenes introduce the nativity characters and souvenir decorations with banter, excitement, singing 
and dancing. 
Some of the traditional characters express their self-importance of being “the proper and true decorations”. 
The traditional characters become a bit rude and dismissive of the souvenir decorations. The souvenir 
decorations have been lovingly collected by the family and each holds significance in family memories and 
connections to the Christmas story and therefore, the souvenirs feel offended being shunned by the traditional 
characters. Incorporating souvenir decorations into the story allows an entry point for children and people not 
familiar with the Christian message, and enables a pathway for people to be lead by those characters to the 
miraculous birth of Jesus. 
Mary and Joseph explain to all the other decorations about the challenges in the outside world this year – they 
have heard the news updates through the vent in the garage. COVID is not specifically named, but described 
as many people getting sick, everyone staying home and holidays being cancelled. The decorations declare 
that Christmas is no time for travel plans to go wrong! 

 
Story within a Story 
Nativity Narration 
Joseph narrates the Christmas story, explaining to all of the decorations about another couple a long time ago, 
whose travel plans got messed up.  
The narration of the bible story is set to a medley of Christmas carols with serious authentic images of the 
nativity characters and contemporary metal art pieces crafted by Rev Mark Hewitt. This section of the movie 
can be used as a 4 minute stand-alone video. 

 
OPTIONAL Ministry moment 
The movie video can be paused after the nativity narration to explain the lectionary 3 year cycle. This year the 
Christmas lectionary reading has all elements of the story included – Holy family, shepherds, angels, wisemen 
and animals in the stable. Thus this Christmas movie has been written to incorporate all of these characters 
into our story. 
Connections can be made between the historical significance of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem 
presenting unexpected challenges, with our current challenges across the world. 

 
 
Underlying messages in the Movie 
 
The later scenes of the movie explore prejudice responses to COVID fear. The traditional decorations become 
even more indignant of their importance, believing a return to the story without souvenirs will make people feel 
better. But instead, their strong beliefs, further isolate the already vulnerable souvenir decorations. A beautiful 
solo song by a mermaid souvenir highlights this prejudice of feeling alone at Christmas. 
 



OPTIONAL Ministry moment 
The movie video can be paused to explore the societal issues of lockdown. Prejudice has always been there, 
but COVID has amplified the isolation. Discuss pertinent concerns to your community – mental health, aged 
care, indigenous groups, immigrants, other minority groups, economic segregation (many issues can be 
explored – we can give you more information in this regard if needed). All of these struggles have always been 
present, but are greatly accentuated at this time – making it even more important now, for us to be 
compassionate. 
 
The traditional decorations respond by acknowledging and apologising for their exclusive behaviour. However, 
they soon realise that COVID may exclude all decorations from having Christmas – it might even be cancelled. 
They might all get stuck in the garage. 
Determined the Christmas message cannot be contained, the Elf on the Shelf comes up with an ingenious 
plan. 

 
OPTIONAL Ministry moment 
Give validity of new ways to do things – new perspectives, not just returning to familiar ways to help people 
feel secure. Ask your congregation what and who should be included in their Christmas. Encourage your 
congregation to consider new ways to do church – different doesn’t mean bad or wrong. What is your version 
of the Christmas story going to look like this year? 

 
Movie – Finale 
Elf on the shelf is significant because it is this souvenir who thinks differently and strives in the mission 
outreach. Realising the importance of the nativity story, Elf thinks “Outside the Box”. This souvenir decoration 
demonstrates bravery and athletic prowess, climbing up and twisting around the security camera in the 
garage, so they can live stream the Christmas story from the garage, not only to the family inside the house, 
but right across the country and even the world. All decorations dance and sing together to rejoice. 
 
 
The image for our digital media advertising can be seen below. This can be enlarged to prompt discussions 
about the many vintage items stored in the garage around the boxes of Christmas decorations. 
 
  

 
 

 


