
93 Oaklands Road, Warradale, 5046
(Corner Diagonal & Oaklands Roads) 

thecorner.org.au
Church Office hours:  Tues - Fri 9.30am - 3.00pm
t  8350 5400    |    e  administration@thecorner.org.au
facebook.com/TheCornerUC

Vision    |   Faith Intersecting Life
Values    |   Belonging, believing, becoming
Mission    |   To foster an intergenerational community
        offering spiritual depth and growth through  
        relationship with Jesus
        Inspired by Jesus’ mission ...
        To bring good news to the poor, 
        to proclaim release to the captives,
        and recovery of sight to the blind,
        to let the oppressed go free,
        to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.
        Luke 4:18-19

Ministry Team Leader - Rev Mark Hewitt
e  mark.hewitt@thecorner.org.au

Administration - Belinda Hunter
e  administration@thecorner.org.au

Youth Creative Team Leader - Nina Luscombe
e  nina.luscombe@thecorner.org.au

Videos of Sunday Reflections each week may be 
found at our website faithintersectinglife.org.au

Please email newsletter items to  
magazine@thecorner.org.au if possible  

or leave them at Reception by 9am Wednesday.

To connect with The Corner throughout the week,  
“like” us on Facebook and be kept up to date 

with all our events and news as it happens.
facebook.com/TheCornerUC

Op Shop 
Tuesday to Friday 9.30am—3.00pm 

Lots of great quality clothing, household items and 
plants; new stock arriving all the time.

Parents of babies and toddlers are welcome to stay 
in church or use the adjacent creche room, which has 

the service relayed via the sound system.

Donations of non-perishable food are gratefully 
accepted each week. These are passed on to  
Brighton Church of Christ Community Care.

10.00am Morning Worship Rev Ian Kitto
12.00pm Church Lunch at Club Marion see Heather Stoner

      

This Week
Tues 9.30am Op Shop
Wed 9.30am Op Shop
 9.30am Corner Craft
Thurs 9.30am Op Shop
 1.00pm Corner Art Class
 10.00am Ladies’ Bible Study see Rosalie Upton
Fri 9.30am Op Shop
Sat 6.00pm Blank Canvas Cafe

Next Sunday 3 April
10.00am Morning Worship Rev Ian Kitto
  including Holy Communion
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If you would like to receive this newsletter electronically, or if 
you wish to unsubscribe,  please email magazine@thecorner.

If you would like to make your regular offering  
by direct debit , the account details are:   
BSB 633 000, A/C Number 164 397 945,  
A/C Name The Corner Uniting Church.

Masks are still 
mandatory, thank you.



Everyone is safe, welcome, and accepted at The Corner.

John and Tracy Earle invite you to the autumn plant 
sale held by the Australian Plant Society, where they 
will have their own stall.  Sat 9 April 10am - 4pm and 
Sun 10 April 10am - 3pm at the Adelaide Showgrounds, 
Wayville.  There will be a huge array of plants, books, 
advice and free soil pH testing.  Check the website for 
further information www.australianplantssa.asn.au

Coming up soon at Community Club:  “A Nurse’s 
Letters”, written by a nurse serving during World War 2.  
Date: 12 April  Time: 7.30pm.  Hosted by Lynne 
Pullman at The Corner in the Meeting Room.

The next Blank Canvas event will be a cafe, 6pm - 9pm 
on Sat 2 April.

On Sunday 10 April Churches Together SA along with 
other justice and peace networks, are organising the 
Palm Sunday Peace & Justice Walk. This has been a 
long-standing tradition in South Australia, where the 
broader community as well as Churches and Faith 
Communities, walk together in solidarity for 
peacemaking and justice keeping.
As a radical, visible sign of peace-making presence, 
respect, solace, and harmony, this Walk will be in 
silence, with our banners as our voice. We walk for 
many areas of concern.
 This year’s Key Foci are: 
• Reconciliation & Statement from the heart
• Justice for Refugees
• Environment & Climate Change
• Peace & Conflict Resolution
The Walk
1. Gather at Tarntanyanga/Victoria Square from 1.30 pm 
for a 2 pm start
2. Bring Banners, wear symbols or statements as a 
visible presence
3. Welcome to Kaurna Country
4. The Walk - travel down King William St, turn at North 
Tce and return to Victoria Square
5. Speakers on the key foci will share information
6. Engage with the Sponsors & Endorsers via the 
Promotion Tables & enjoy the music.

Easter Services for your diary:
Palm Sunday  10 April 10am
Good Friday  15 April 9.30am
Saturday 16 April  Everyone is invited to a 
church picnic in Hamilton Park from 2pm - 5pm.  
Faith and fun combined!  More details in the 
coming weeks.
Easter Day 17 April 10am

So that all people and all creation might share 
abundant life: Federal Election 2022
Ahead of the 2022 Federal Election, the Uniting 
Church Assembly has released a resource which 
expresses our hope for Australia to become a nation 
where all people and the whole creation can flourish.
Drawing on the UCA document Our Vision for a Just 
Australia, the election resource identifies seven critical 
issues that Australia must address urgently to build a 
more just, compassionate and inclusive nation.
In launching the resource, UCA President Rev Sharon 
Hollis said right now Australians were looking to our 
leaders to work with courage and commitment to 
rebuild communities without leaving anyone behind.
We encourage Uniting Church members and 
congregations to use the resource to learn more about 
some of the key issues facing Australia ahead of the 
election and to generate conversations in their 
community and with their local candidates.
Visit uniting.church/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/
Federal-Election-Resources-2022-Updated.pdf or 
pick a copy up from the foyer.

Prayer Points from the SA Synod Office
This week we pray for
• a speedy resolution to the conflict 
in Ukraine
• all people displaced due to war and conflict
• South Sudan and our South Sudanese 
congregation in Elizabeth North
• all working in crisis and disaster-hit 
communities that provide support, care and 
compassion.

Bible Readings for this Sunday:
Joshua 5: 9-12
Psalm 32
2 Cor 5: 16-21
Luke 15: 1-3, 11b-32

 

Roster for next week 3 April:
Usher and Covid Marshal Belinda       
Greeter       Ian G Sound       Gordon    
DP      ???  Reader     Susan
Keyboard   David Singers     Graham and Dee       
Communion Prep Maxene and Frank 
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Thank you to everyone who 
helped on election day.  

It was a hot and busy but 
very enjoyable time together. 

The BBQ, plant and book stalls raised 
$1455.40 for ministry at The Corner

and Blank Canvas was also happy to raise 
some much needed funds from candle sales.



Lent Week 4: Going Deeper into God’s forgiveness
From the UCA Growing in Faith Circle

READING: Luke 15: 11-32

REFLECTION
This week’s gospel reading from Luke 15 is a parable 
of reconciliation and restoration. Jesus told of a young 
man who asked his father for his inheritance while his 
father was still alive. He then travelled away from home 
and spent all the money. At rock bottom, the young man 
turned for home, hoping for mercy and expecting 
humiliation, but choosing to live.

The prodigal son came to himself and turned for home. 
Then, on encountering his father he wept with remorse, 
named his sins and offered restitution. He asked for 
nothing but offered himself in humility.

As a model of forgiveness, it is powerful. The younger 
son knew that he had squandered his family’s money 
and honour. He knew that he had lived outside his 
community’s moral codes. I have sinned against heaven 
and against you.

The force of the father’s love was so great that he ran to 
meet the son, showering him with his compassion and 
forgiveness. He who had been lost was found; he who 
had been hungry would be fed; he who had been home-
less would be welcomed home with great celebration.

The loving father in this parable gives us a glimpse of the 
grace with which God lavishes us.
In sin we turn away from God and, when we come to 
ourselves, we turn back to God. We find, when we come 
to ourselves that God has been with us all along. The 
depth of our remorse is correlated with the height of our 
joy at being forgiven. This parable is a profound sum-
mons to each of us to come to ourselves and return to 
God, confessing our sins.

In the season of Lent we seek the courage to return to 
God with the truth of our hearts, as this young man 
returned to his father. We confess our sins, emptying 
ourselves of all but our longing to be restored to this 
relationship. In a posture of humility we make space 
within ourselves to receive again the mystery of Jesus’ 
death and resurrection. Trusting in God’s love for us we 
are confident of God’s compassion and forgiveness.

It would be unwise, however, to end our reading of the 
parable at verse 24, with the celebration of the 
younger son’s return. Parables require deep listening and 
an expectation of mystery. The parable is a story about 
a human father and Jesus began the parable by saying 
this is a story of a man who had two sons. The 
experience of both the sons is important or it would not 
have been told.

The older son has worked on the farm, bringing honour 
to his father, and earning his eventual inheritance. On his 
return, the younger son made no move to reconcile with 
his older brother. His brother saw nothing of the remorse 
or the offers of restitution. He was given no grounds 
to trust him, or to have hope in his changed character. 
The younger son’s return displaced the older son within 
his own family. By the time the older son returned from 
working for his father in the fields, a calf had been killed, 
a robe, ring and sandals had been found for his brother 
to wear and the music and dancing were underway. He 
had not even been invited to the party. However much 
he grieved his brother’s disappearance, his brother’s 
return brought him pain. He asked his father whether his 
work had been noticed, or his own presence or loyalty 
valued. Perhaps he wondered how justice would ever be 
done if they all forgot what had happened. How would 
he know that his brother would not do the same thing 
again?

His father asked him to accept that forgiveness had been 
offered on behalf of the whole household, telling him, 
we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of 
yours was dead and has come to life; he was lost and has 
been found.

This is a deeply painful story. Forgiveness between 
humans is complex. When we turn away from God we 
also turn away from one another. The younger son 
turned away from his whole family. Those who have 
suffered at the hands of another are entitled to observe 
remorse and to be offered restitution. They cannot be 
instructed to forgive those who have harmed them, 
and risk minimising their suffering or endangering their 
safety. Forgiveness between siblings, between spouses, 
church members, between communities and between 
nations can seem impossible. In a community or family 
or household, forgiveness is sometimes offered by one 
person on behalf of the group, leaving other group 
members behind. What restitution is required of the 
leader who stole from the congregation, or the sibling 
who stole from an aged parent’s bank account? Who 
has the right to offer them forgiveness and restore them 
to relationship? And if forgiveness is too hard for some 
members of the group to offer, do they themselves end 
up being excluded?

The parable ends with the older brother on the 



threshold, needing to choose what he will do next. 
Perhaps he will forgive his brother and in the restored 
relationship will find a loving way in which to hold him 
to account. Perhaps he will learn that God’s justice will 
be found in the depths of God’s love. Perhaps he will 
give up his own inheritance and leave.

In the season of Lent, we stand on this same threshold, 
aware of our own brokenness and the brokenness of 
others. We are called to turn for home, returning to God 
in humility, and to discover the freedom of the 
forgiveness that God offers to us – and to others.

When we turn to God, God is waiting for us, poised for 
welcome, rejoicing in our presence, hoping that we 
would come. None of us is beyond the view of the one 
who loves us and stands at the gate waiting. When we 
turn to God, we discover that God has always been 
there, turned towards us. When we turn to God we turn 
for home, to a place of tenderness and love and blessing. 
And from there we pray for the grace to turn toward one 
another in love.

by Rev Rachel Kronberger

QUESTIONS
Has your journey of forgiveness been marked by guilt 
or experiences of suffering and struggle? How has guilt 
been related to suffering in your experience?

Have you seen the journey of forgiveness - your own or 
someone else’s - inspire acts of restitution for 
wrongdoing?

Does this story and reflection help you think about the 
question of reparations for dispossessed and colonised 
people?

PRAYER
Christ,
Have we not squandered our inheritance?
Have we not wastefully spent the family riches of the 
Kingdom?
Have we not betrayed your love?
Have we not departed from your way?
Have we not brought dishonour to your name?
Have we not broken faith with you?
Have we not wasted our potential?
Have we not gone our own way?
Have we not indulged in self-centredness and pleasure 
seeking?
Maybe not all the time
Maybe to lesser or greater degrees than others
But we have.

Christ,
Have we not squandered the relationships as your 
family?
Have we not been divided and divisive?

Have we not been bitter at what we perceive as the 
preferential or favoured treatment of some?
Have we not languished in self-righteousness?
Have we not judged others for their behaviour, 
unmindful of our own flaws and failings?
Have we not resented your grace?
Have we not been ungracious and un-joyous in the 
repentance of others?
Have we not failed to be reconciled?
Maybe not all the time
Maybe to lesser or greater degrees than others
But we have.
In this moment,
In this time,
Bring us to repentance.
May we savour your love and grace.
May we forgive others as we have been forgiven and as 
you forgive them.
May we take up the opportunity of relationship
May we pursue reconciliation
May we rejoice in repentance and celebrate new life
May we be the bearers of your kingdom
As we join as family in faith
To work with you in your patient care of humankind
In order to redeem us
And bring us to the promised end.

This we humbly pray.

Amen.
 Rev Jon Humphries


